Military Toronto — 1917 — World War I - Jesse Ketchum School 





In 1917 the Jesse Ketchum School, newly 
constructed but not occupied, was loaned to 
the Royal Flying Corp, without charge, by the 
Toronto Board of Education to be used by 
them as a training location and barracks. 
The postcard above and the scan to the right 
shows troops pictured outside the school. 
The postcard below (unused) shows the RFC 


taking a break from a routine march. Ll: a te o 











AULAS MECHANICS! 


NOW IS YOUR CHANCE TO 


DO YOUR BIT FOR CANADA! 
CANADIAN PILOTS 


HAVE. DONE, AND ARE STILL DOINC 
GREAT WORK AT THE FRONT 


CANADIAN MECHANICS 


Are Needed to Help in the Training 
Of MORE Canadian Pilots 


TAKE A HAND IN THE WAR AT 
HOME AND JOIN THE 
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In October the need of permanent accommodation 
in town became urgent. It was — found 
chi, See the great generosity of the Board of Educa- 
tion, Toronto), at the Jesse Ketchum School—a large 
and commodious building, which was completed as 
fast as possible, and loaned absolutely free of cost, 
including the larger part of the park attached to the 
building, which it was permitted to use as a parade and 
pad ground. This consideration was only typical 
of the way in which Toronto public authorities have 
invariably dealt with the Royal Flying Corps. 

The Depot moved into town on the 17th November, 


1917, and was in good workable shape by the middle 
of December. 


Alfred George Drake VC 
Name: Alfred George Drake 
Conflict: First World War 
Gazetted: January 22, 1916 
Service: Army 





Alfred George Drake VC Medal group 


Place/date of birth: Stepney, London/December 10, 1893 

Rank when awarded VC (and later highest rank): Corporal 

Date of bravery: November 23, 1915 

London Gazette citation: 

No. S/107 Corporal Alfred Drake, 8th Battalion, The Rifle Brigade (Prince Consort's Own). 
For most conspicuous bravery on the night of 23rd November, 1915, near La Brique, France 


He was one of a patrol of four which was reconnoitring towards the German lines. The patrol was discovered when close to the enemy, who opened 
heavy fire with rifles and a machine gun, wounding the Officer and one man. The latter was carried back by the last remaining man. Corporal Drake 
remained with his Officer and was last seen kneeling beside him and bandaging his wounds regardless of the enemy's fire 


Later, a rescue party crawling near the German lines found the Officer and Corporal, the former unconscious but alive and bandaged, Corporal 
Drake beside him dead and riddled with bullets. He had given his own life and saved his Officer. 


